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REPRCOUGED AT THE NATIGKAL ARCHVES

{G-3/Feym o, 2 | HQ US AFVESERD ]
: {  OFPICE OF THE ASSISTAWT CEIEF OF STAFF-G=3

!
£ OFFICE RETAINED RECORD

T3 Tiic Tor Go0. 201 George Cawley 1 Tate

L ) U‘, 7 May 46 |

SUBJECT: Request for recognition 4 Tive of Uorpuniestion _|

FROM : George Cawley . Tattar

(4
FOR AGTION BY: 7
(£ile symbol only) | DATE

GSCPG

i
(File symbol)

wo: AL E

il

A
Lt. Col. H. L, Shaftoe

W Frtes, HG

VEEORANDUM FOR RECCRD
Lt. Col. H. L. Shaftoe:

1. The unit did not serve in the field, as an armed force.
2, Had no semblance of a military unit, but solely as an
intelligence group.
3. The unit never functioned as a fighting unit before
or after the arrival of the Liberating Forces.
4, The unit is not recommended by its over-all commander.
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DECLASSIFLEL

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ;
Authority
,/ 3 I\ ‘-\“ | _w T i 5 & ,)
: Y% p i 9 . ol ¢ u’\w
M - HEADQUARTERS Wk
. | _UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES WESTERN PACIFIC \ |“!)
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL o 2
It T APO 90 2
o S At
] y 3. 34
, s Fo 1o / g
Dear ¥r, Cawley: | >
I"i The "Basilan Guerrilla Forces, Lamitan, Basilan," por= -§
”""'ﬁ.“ be a guerrilla ormiuhon under your nomina} cone <
% s not been faverably considered for recognition &s an =

t of the Phllippine Army, i

- A get of general requirements for gnerrilla recognition
established by General MacArthur during the liberation of the
4 ppines, has been used as a gulde in considering the record of
s unit, After careful investigaticn and full consideration of
all available substantiating records and testimony of witnes-
ses having pertinent knowledge, recognition of this gueryilla -
unit is not deemed to be warranted because of reasons zm?tionsd

belowt

as The unit was not maintained satisfactorily in the' field
in opposition to the enemy, during the oceuwpation,

b. Aetivities of the unid did not eontribute materially .
. 3a the eventual defeat of the enemy.
¢, Many members apparently lived at home, supporting
. their families by means of farming or other cilvilian pursuits,
and assisted the guerrilla unit on a part time basig only.
d. Record of service was not established by sufficient
acceptable evidence, f
It ig réflested that you comply with the provisions of
Executive Orde¥ No. 68, by the President of the Philippines,
dated 26 September 194§. copy attathed,
v fincerely yours,

S2Z HO :18g wdd/NIV/STH/HIT 9t Ley /

W. P. HOORE
Lt. Col., AGD
Ass't Ad] Gen
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REPACOUCED AT THE NATIOHAL ARCHIVES. DECLASSIFIED
Aunority NPT ZOTE

TR T

Lt, Col, H. L. Shaftoes

1,. The unit did not serve in the field, as an armed force.
2, Had no semblance of a military unit, but solely as an
intelligence group.
3. The unit never functioned as a fighting unit before
or after the arrival of the Liberat: Forces.
4, The unit is not recommended its over-all commanders
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DECLASSIFLEY

REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
Authority g v;

Manila, 2 April 1946

SUBJECI: Basilan Guerrilla Force, C.0, Cartagina, A,
70 : GUERRILLA AFFAIRS SECTION, G-3, AFWESPAC,APO 707

Reference: ©Sequence No, 87-53

The recognition of this unit was diecussed with me by
Georze Cawley in January 1546, A copy of my reply should be
in your files, The Island of Basilan wes 8o unfriendly toward
the USFIP Guerrillas that all attempts to organize other than
intelligence celle was ab:=ndoned. Since the people resisted
all our advances prior to the Leyte landing, and at no time
was the island garrizoned by more than 200 Japs, it is unjust
to those who fought for two years in Zamboanga to allow this
group to gain recognition for doing only their patrictic duty
after living quietly with the enemy, The total number of Japs
on Basilan as shown in the final intelligence report of the
AC of 5 G=-2 41st Div, on 7 M.rch 1945, was 170 on the whole
island,

Recommendstion = It is recommended that this request be
disapproved,

ELL W,
Colonel, CE,

OEOZBIANN Auowny
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

DECLASSLI1EL
Authority

5 January 1946

SUBJRCT: ZEvaluation of Locompenying Tnitial Memorandum
Te BAST AN GUERRILLA FORCE (BGF) to Determine
if Gase Merits further lnvestigatlon, Request
for

TO . The Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Section
AFWESPAC . APO 707

1. Submitted herewith is a Memorandum Report,
Subject: BASTILAN GUERRTIL: FORCET (BGF) dated 5 Jan.
1946.

on the bsgis
sr grented &n
i deteils of con-

2. Reguest thet cese be review
of this initiel report, znd the v i
interview to report other aspecte
fidential nature.

%, If action is favorable, the undersigned will
reguest & furlough to gether all pertinent information
in Zamboanga, &nd prepare a fingl Memorandum Report.

4. Members of the BGF are unaware of this effort
towards government recognition of the unit, although
many members pOSSess letters of commendation as & Tre-
cognition of their individusl efforts. These men un-
dertook the job as their patriotic duty and such re-
cognition will meke them more conscious of the good
work they had done.

Respectiully,

Spry? Sy

Agent cIc

Encls/Memorendum Report and exhibits.

zrd CIC Detachment
e/o AG of S, G-B
HPA, APO 501

AALATISSYTOAT



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

DECLASSIK1EL
Authority

5 January 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR THE REVIEWING OFFICER:

SUBTECT: HQ Unit, BASILAN GUERRILIA FORCE (BGF)
Temitan, Basilan, Zemboange, Philippines

The writer herein endeavors to mske a brief zccount
of his background, and the organizetion end sccomplish-
ments of the above mentioned Subject.

I. Personal Background.

The writer was a senior sgricultursl student
et the College of Agriculture, University of the Philip-
pines when hostilities commenced on 8 December 1941.
He volunteered and wa:s inducted into the US-FFE with
the rank of 1lst Sergeant on 28 December 1941; saw ac-
tion in Bataan with the 2nd Anti-Tank Battellon wihich
was cited twice. He surrendered with the rest on 1l
April 1942 end was taken prisoner; conditionally re-
leased because of illness in August 194&; eand, later,
worked with the Buresu of Plant Industry in Manile in
order to get an appointment which would teke him and
a sister back to Zamboange, lindenzo.

While agricultural inspector for Zamboenga,
the writer found his agricultural survey trips a good
prete¥t and e rare opportunity to conduct free lance
undercover work. People were badly misinformed of
the war's progress and had as their only sources of
informetion, the Jepanese newspaperc end &n occasion-
21 wild rumor. The doubtful were kept under surveil-
lanee, and those who were proven loyal were acquainted
with the letest develorments of the wrr. The job was
full time end risky, but this wes r job thet had to
be dene.

Tn June 1944 the writer, in order to quit
his job, feigned ebdominal peins and underwent a to-
tally unnecessary eppendectomy operction. Forthwith
he went to Basilan Tsland to stay with the rest of
the family end to recuperate.

It was then that he was more determined than
ever to join the guerrillas actively under Capt. Donald
LeCouvre in Free zemboanga. Objections, however, were
plentiful end well founded. The Japs would certeinly

SEQZEFONN fuowny
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| construe my obsence to mean thot T had joined the guer-
rillas cnd vwould certainly seek reprissls on the remsin-
ing family members end reletions., The family was under
surveillence after my father was tzken to the concentra—~
tlon cemp &nd when the Jops got ind that three of my
brothers were in the States, ons in the U.8. Navy.' T
wes forced to act, therefore, with great caution, and
deoided thet I could serve my country and femily best
by remeining in the place end secretly forming en ergan—
ized underground resistence movement.

I, Formetion of the Hy Unit BASTLAN GUERRILLA FORCE.
The first men taken into confldence was Tt.
adriano Certagens, a good friend of the writer snd a
USAFFE cofficer. Tt. Carta oleheartedly spproved
of the genersl ides, &nd the two set out together to
plan future operatiocns.

III. Plans and Purposes of the Orgenization,

&. To form & hesdquarters detschment to serve
a8 & nucleus for further ponsion.

b. To ecouire its men by careful
after they hed been rscommended Tit Tor

¢. To dessiminste news =nd te =
people with the current devel ents.

4. Do cenvess ond guther cll Tire.rms poseible,
to be stored cway until the of rtune time.

e. To wateh end keep rscord of all Jep ectivities.

Shipping: Tsabells harbor was fast becoming
[ & submerine and PT bose.
Gun Emplecements Togation end ealiber of

| gune, Gndé the number of troops &nd
| ammunition dumps.
‘ Keigun Jubei (Jap Specl 1 Police): Compesed
| oT Filipino who wers terrorists. o

‘ 17. Strength of the Unit. 2z
I The unit hed & totsl strength of four (4) efti=b=r

cers and twenty-one (21) enlisted men at the peak of
operctions on 16 lierch 1845,

creening

job.
equsint the

Two (2) additionel officers were inducted into .
the unit during its pericd of setivetion:

Zrd Lt. Remon Garcis, USFIP Tnducted Jan. 1945
1st Tt. Rleardo Sebastisn, USATFE bk Feb. 1945

AIIAISSVTIAa



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

‘DECLASSH'IPU
Authority %

Two (2) outstending men of the town were made
advisers of the organization after they were found to
be loyael and true to the csuse. They were Jose Pameren
and Capt. Ramon Camagey, a USAFFE offiecer who was forced
to be mayor of the town. These two nen assisted the
orgenization in every way possible, and were of great
help to the civilian population.

The roster as it appeared on 14 March 1945
was as follows:

OFFICERS:
1. 1st It. GCartagena, Adriano Commanding
2., 1lst 1.t. Sebastian, Ricerdo Executive O0fficer
3. 2nd Tt. Cawley, George T.isison % fdjutent
4, Brd Lt. Gercia, Remon Supply Officer

ENLISTED MEN:

1. 1st Sgt. Ani WMaeng (Moro)
2. 8taff Sgt. Leon Timul (Moro)
B, Bgh. Sahibul (Moro)

4. Cpl. Lumejah Timul (Moro)
5. Cpl. Navarro {FPhil. Scout, 43rd Inf Regt)
6. Cpl. Paulino Mateo
7. Cpl, Juan (femily neme unknown)
8. Cpl. Hassim Ipno (lioro)
. 9. PPc. Janiludin (Moro)
10. Pfc. Hussin (Moro)
11. Pvt. Habaget (lMoro)
12. Pvt., El'le (Moro)
3. Pvt. Remon Reyes

The names of the other ten (10), the writer was -
never zble to ascertain because lioros ususlly go by their
pet names and very seldom, if ever, use their given nemes.

V. Equipment.

on 14 March 1945, two days before the ‘mericen
forces lsnded on the Island, the following eyuipment was
in the possession of the unit:

Firearms

repeating shotguns (6 shells - 12 gauge)
Zinfield rifles, Model 1917 (.30 celiber)
Springfield rifle, Model 1901 (.30 caliber)
singleshot shotguns (homemes de)

Jap LTugger (.38 caliber)

Revolver (.45 caliber)

D0
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Ammunition

5 ghells, shotgun 12 gruge
80 rounds, .50 crliber smmo
dLlr b B , 38 ccliber smmo
(- , «&5 caliber ammo

Tmmediately after the landing, the unit was
fully eguipped h the asddition of five carbines is-
sued by 1st Lt. © at the order of Brig.
Boyd. Two carbines and one garend

‘the imericen cutfit wes recalled to mainlond

where unexpected enemy oppositlon re ired its presence.

The BGF was given .30 caliber amme and wes designated

@s the loeal police nnd protective force sgeinst the !
Japenese who were dispersed but not destroyed. The

writer was mede Chief of Police with the recommendstion

and approval of the 4lst CIC Detachmenv.

Gen. Richard
re retoined when

Later, the unit was agein supplied with arms
and wes detailed as guldes and polnte to @ccompeny pa-
trols of Company-"B', lé2nd Inf, Regh. in their mopping
up operations. Upon disbendment on #0 spril 1945, all
erms beceme the property of the loecel police Tforce,
except the .45 ocaliber revolver which the writsr decided
to keep as & memento, and the & celiber Lugger which
wes exchenged by one of the of#icers with & csrbine
during the early stage of the operations.

VvI. T 82

1. The unit functioned undstectad until it was
discovered two days prior to the smericen landing on
16 March 1945 when it proceeded to diserm ang@ arrest
puppet officisls and to evacuste people from places
where landings were likely to be mede.,

2. Bleck end white lists of the town populection
were drewn up which aided the CIC in their work of
restoring loyal officisls to office, end detaining the
colleborators.

5, Tnformation on the locatlons of Jap mines, &
baby submarine, £ landing barges with torpedoes, & PT
boat, and Jep gun emplacements on the Island, was brought
personally by the writer to Admirsl Berkey who wes in
commend of the Naval Task Force. The submarine end
landing barges were Very cunningly cameufleged with
nips reofing to resemble Lioro houses built over the
weter. It was only after supplying sueh inTormation

BEQEBI(NN Aoy
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that the Navy was hble to destroy these objectives.
The Navy wes also werned about the only serviceable
Japenese plene whose pilot was overheard boasting
thet he would e¢rash his plene into ons of the ships.
Ths Navy finglly shot it down just & it took off.

4. As lilaison officer of the unit, the writer on
11 Merch 1945 contmeted Mejor ‘mes, G-2 of the 4lst
Inf. Division, thru Cept. Sineleir, Weval Liaison Of-
Ticer, at Zembosnge meinland; geve him all intelligence
reports conecerning the Japs on the Islend; end suggested
that the landing take place at FKulaybato point whieh
vwias undefended, eand where the civilians populetion had
been previously told to evacuate. Thls wes acknowledzed
by & letter of commendation addressed to the wiriter by
e jor Ames, & true copy of whieh is herewith attached,
merked "Exhibit I".

5. lst Sgb. Ani Maeng was incharge of a detell
which on 14 ¥erch 1945 disarmed the town ghlef of Fo-
lige of his .45 caliber revolver. A .30 caliber Ein-
field rifle was wrested awey from a Bicolano who was
g member of the Jep sSpec nd a terrorist.
This Bleoleno later man
hills with the retrect I Ttag
sumé dey dissrmed one Teofilo Suavedr
®eoncmic Police of his .3B o liber Lugger =od pluced
him under custody until he wes turned over to the 4lst
CIC Detaciment,

geTte

ding by
Tre ar-

6. The unit prepared the town for the
evecusting the people to safety zones wihich
renged with the G-2 of the 41st Inf. Livision.

7. "ajor" Seturnino Asbrera, District T
of the drecded Bureau of Constebulary, with
sons, was apprehended by men of the BG

Phey are
still under detention at presect, facing cherges of
treason.

8. Men of the BGF were used on most all patrols
as guldes, points or scoubs. COpl. Remon Reyes was
shot in the thigh while gulding & atrol of the lilst
inf. Regt., and died due to the k of medicel faci-
lities.

¢. on 18 Merch 1945, two days efter the lending,
the imericen outfit wes recslled to Zemboange mainlend

AALAISSYTOAT
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DECLASSLINEL
Authority

Puge &

where unexpected enemy opposition reg {red their help.
The BGF, with flve (5) remaining Signal Corps men, took
over the defense of the town ageinst & possible Jap
stteck. The Japs were seatterec, not engaged in full
scale combat operations, but they were apt 10 Teorgan—
izg. The five (3) Signal Corps men left the following
day end the BGF Was the sole town proteecsion ror ebout
& week until the 1st platoon, "B" Company, 16&nd Inf.
Regt. engaged them in mopping-up operations. ;

10. The Jep garrison on the Island, compesed of |
army, navy end martnes numbering over =00, Wes neutra- |
1ized before the end of April 1945 without the loss of

e single American life.

kept up to the times with the news and their morsle

11. Men of the town can testify as to how they were }
boosted thru the efforts of the BAF sgents. %

two petrols

WOTE: Letter of commendation re i
/ith uttcched

Sigoed by Capb. Robert Gerfield
ss "Exhibit II".

e B e

Agent GiC

Encls/& Ltrs of Commendstions marksd wehibit I7 end
wExhibit TI".

m Auoginy
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Authority 17 Q‘: Z
T - = — _N
\ - Loyt
19 8. &4 P
HQS 41T INFANDRY 108
As Po Qs

26 Apedd 1945

SUBJECTs Letter Cemmendgtien, Ricarde ¥, Sebastian, Geerge Cawley,
4 Adriane B, Cartagena, Ranen Garcia.

T0 1 Whenm It iay Cencern.

1, On April 12, 1945, 1 accempanied a small patrel inte the

the meuntains en Besilan Island. This patrol wes initisted by the

-men men, and haddeits missien the capture ér destruce
tden of a ke % Jap-darines, Peur Agsricans and myself wenb
with them te give more power.

2. After hildng all night ever reugh meuntain treilsy we
were able to attack a greup ef abeut fiftecen Japs just as day was
bresking. In the enceunter, three Japs were killed, a heavy machine

twe rifles, quamtities ef asmunitien, band grenades, four efficer's
all their clething and feed was eaptured, The excaping
articles 28 they had en their persens at the

such
3. On April 17, 1945, enether night patrel was cenducted
the purpese ef ambushing a reperted greup ef sixteen Japs aleng
a trail they had been reperted te be using. Ne actual encounter was
this ambush but as we were meving out abeut eight e'cleck the
next merning, our advence guard picked up a Jap eivilian who the Jap
seldiers were using te steal feod from the surreunding farms.
this patrell enly sme American and myself accempanied the pmtrol.
Later the nn!%ly, twe othor Jap civilians came in dnd surrendered,
that they had learned of the treatment given the ens

= : el : . s
The ability te u‘gﬂﬁn these patrels, the manner in
ohducted their advande guards and 2ll around so-
eurity during halts, the ceurage ‘shewn when they attacked a superier
eneny force, their coelness when the enemy returned the patrel's fire,

:
B
g
g

all of which was dene net fer pay, but & desire te rid thelr ceuntry
of the Japs, stamps these men as Teal seldiers and in my epinien are

5, It is persensenally recemmended by me that the aforemen=
tdened men be given all pessible consideratien in their voluntarily

pMMhHMﬂ.demgp%{t%&‘f?M
: Gaptain .

y Cavalry
Asgd te Dy with A.C.

[sz@f TANN Auogny
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Authority } 6 b

HEADQUARTERS /ST INFANIRY DIVISICH
Office of the A, C. of 5., G-2
AF.0. 11

Afnr
1 Yay 1945

k. George E. Cawley,
Lamitan, Basilan.

kindanae. 4

Dear kir Cawley,

Theugh belatedly; I now wish to express apprecietien fer
yeur cooperation in the early part of this campaign. Yeur reperting te
the A4.C. of B5,, G2 shortly after D-day and yeur efforts in supplying
infermatien of the enemy on Basilan Island contributed materially to
the G-2 planning for the Basilan Island landing. It has been reported
to ne that you have continued te assist in gaining intelligence of the
enemy since the landing and that you have helped in many ways to bring
about the destruction of the Japanese in this area.

I wish you success in continuing yeur military career
in the Fhilippine Army.

Very truly yours,
e
Glenn C. Ames,

Major, G.5.C.,
A.Cuof 5,02,

AATAISSYIOTA
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